
PART 2: WHAT CONSTITUTES OVERPOPULATION IN 

AMERICA? EXCEEDING CARRYING CAPACITY 

By Frosty Wooldridge  

http://denver.yourhub.com/Denver/Blogs/Your-Voice/Blog~888976.aspx 

Little known and always avoided, the United States faces THE single greatest issue of its 

existence in the 21st century. "What is it?" you ask. Top environmental experts respond, 

"Overpopulation!" We ignore, evade and suppress this issue at every level in America. 

Innumerates as defined by Dr. Albert Bartlett, ( www.albartlett.org) insist we can grow forever 

without any consequences. Citizens pursue their daily tasks without understanding the 

ramifications of this civilization adding another 100 million people within 25 years, and doubling 

to 600 million people within 60 to 70 years. (Sources: PEW Report, Fogel/Martin "US 

Population Projections", U.S. Census Bureau) 

This "Human Katrina" advancing on our civilization deserves more than a wink and a nod. It 

desperately needs attention by our leaders and the media. Why do they avoid it? It could be 

political correctness, or lack of education or, it's 'out there' in the future so they don't have to 

address it. 

Since another 25 years will skate past in a blink, we need to address it today in order to prevent 

its manifestation in two decades. Basically, the faster our population rises, the greater the 

calamities accelerate as exposed in this series. 

It all boils down to 'carrying capacity'. A glass carries only so much water. A restaurant seats a 

limited amount of patrons. An airplane can hold exactly a limited number and not one single 

added person past the number of seats on the plane. Why? Because of finite space or limits!  

The Earth remains finite. Therefore, it carries a limited amount of space. At some point, no 

matter how much humans fool themselves, they must come to terms with limited water, soil, 

oceans, food, energy, air and resources. 

CARRYING CAPACITY IN THE UNITED STATES ALREADY EXCEEDED 

In 1970 or before, we began exceeding our energy carrying capacity as our population hit 200 

million. Peak Oil as defined by the "Hubbert Curve" indicated that the USA would drop 

production from nine million barrels of oil daily, to less than three million barrels. That's exactly 

what happened. Today, we produce about 2.6 million barrels of oil a day and import about 70 

percent of our oil, or about 16 out of 22 million barrels daily. Clearly, we exceeded our energy 

carrying capacity forty years ago. Not to mention our 'carbon footprint'. (Source: www.350.org ) 

That same "Hubbert Curve" created by famous geologist M. King Hubbert, shows that the entire 

world oil supply today has peaked or will peak within a few years. In other words, no matter how 

many wells we drill, we cannot extract more oil. In fact, it takes more energy units to extract oil 

that we utilize once the oil arrives on the surface than the oil delivers.  
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Our ignorance is not so vast as our failure to use what we know," said M. King Hubbert. 

 

We face daunting challenges being ignored as we grow our population along with the rest of the 

world adding 80 million more annually. 

"The cheap oil age created an artificial bubble of plentitude for a period not much longer than 

a human lifetime....so I hazard to assert that as oil ceases to be cheap and the world reserves 

move toward depletion, we will be left with an enormous population...that the ecology of the 

earth will not support. The journey back toward non-oil population homeostasis will not be 

pretty. We will discover the hard way that population hyper growth was simply a side-effect of 

the oil age. It was a condition, not a problem with a solution. That is what happened and we 

are stuck with it." James Howard Kunstler 

 

If you think 'technology' will save us; think again. Nothing on the horizon can equal the energy 

density of oil. As we use it at 82 million barrels a day, we make a Faustian Bargain with a 

Hobson 's choice for a final curtain call. 

 

In order to drive cars, boats, planes and fuel industry, Americans use 20 million barrels of oil 

daily while the rest of the world burns 62 million barrels. That equals 82 million barrels of oil 

every 24 hours! 

When you multiply 365 days by 82,000,000 barrels of oil burned daily, it equals a whopping 

29.9 billion barrels of oil annually.  

If you remember your science, it took two billion years to produce all the oil on this planet. In 

other words, when oil reserves decline, we exhaust the single major energy source that drives our 

civilization and most other societies on this planet.  

 

To show how much energy oil provides the U.S. annually, Michael Brownlee of 

www.transitionbouldercounty.org provided an astounding graph of one cubic mile of oil. That's 

how much oil humans burn around the planet each year! That equals to the same amount of 

energy provided by 52 nuclear power plants built every year for 50 years or 104 operating coal-

fired electrical plants built every year for 50 years or 32,000 wind turbines built every year for 50 

years-and in continuous operation-or 91,250,000 solar panels built every year for 50 years. 

 

"As we go from this happy hydrocarbon bubble we have reached now to a renewable energy 

resource economy, which we do this century, will the "civil" part of civilization survive? As we 

both know there is no way that alternative energy sources can supply the amount of per capita 

energy we enjoy now, much less for the 9 billion expected by 2050. And energy is what keeps 
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this game going. We are involved in a Faustian bargain-selling our economic souls for the 

luxurious life of the moment, but sooner or later the price has to be paid." Walter Youngquist 

 

We need not do this to ourselves. We can change course.  

“Imagine a country which employs the principles of personal responsibility,  freedom and 

accountability for future generations. Everything you do-counts!  If you do nothing, that counts 

likewise. When you read sobering information, do you want to give up or fall apart? Or, do you 

choose to engage like Thomas Jefferson, Ben Franklin, George and Martha Washington, John 

and Abigail Adams,  Lincoln, Susan B. Anthony, Dr. Martin Luther King, Oprah, Barbara 

Jordan, John Muir and other Americans. You represent the Jefferson’s, Oprah’s and Dr. King’s 

of the 21
st
 century.  Consider it your honor and privilege to become a part of the solutions.  

Engage the present to change the future! Become an agent of the change you wish to see.”   

 

## 

In a five minute astoundingly simple yet brilliant video, “Immigration, Poverty, and 
Gum Balls”, Roy Beck, director of www.numbersusa.ORG, graphically illustrates the 
impact of overpopulation.  Take five minutes to see for yourself: 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPjzfGChGlE&feature=player_embedded 
 
“Immigration by the numbers—off the chart” by Roy Beck 
This 10 minute demonstration shows Americans the results of unending mass 
immigration on the quality of life and sustainability for future generations: in a word 
“Mind boggling!”  www.NumbersUSA.org  
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muw22wTePqQ 
 
This is the best website to start:  www.numbersusa.org ; watch Roy Beck’s 
“Immigration by the Numbers” at 14 minutes. Bi-partisan and very effective. Become a 
faxer of pre-written letters to your reps to make positive  change. 
 
Visit www.populationmedia.org for up to date information on overpopulation around the 
world and actions you may take to mitigate it in your area. 
 
Visit www.TheSocialContract.com for the best information on what we face as a 
civilization as to overpopulation, energy, immigration and much more. 
 
Canada www.immigrationwatchcanada.org ; in Australia www.population.org.au 
andPublicPopForum@yahoogroups.com; in Great Britain www.populationmatters.org ; 
and dozens of other sites accessed at www.frostywooldridge.com.   In Florida, 
www.flimen.org . 
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Must see DVD: "Blind Spot" www.snagfilms.com/films/title/blind_spot/ , This movie 
illustrates America's future without oil, water and other resources to keep this 
civilization functioning. It's a brilliant educational movie! www.blindspotdoc.com 
 
Must see: Rapid Population Decline, seven minute video by Dr. Jack Alpert- 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTWduFB_RX0 
 
Must see and funny: www.growthbusters.org ; 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXSTrW_dARc 
Dave Gardner's Polar Bear in Bedroom:  
growthbusters.org/2010/03/save-the-polar-bear-in-your-bedroom ; Dave Gardner, 
President, Citizen-Powered Media ; Producing the Documentary, GROWTH BUSTERS; 
presents Hooked on Growth: Our Misguided Quest for Prosperity, Join the cause 
at www.growthbusters.org ;760 Wycliffe Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80906 USA; +1 
719-576-5565 
 
Check out this link with Wooldridge on bicycle and Lester Brown and panel discussion: 
www.upnorthmedia.org/watchupnorthtv.asp?SDBFid=1631 
 
Tomorrow's Americaproject on www.youtube.com/contemporarylearning. 
Producer: GEORGE A. COLBURNwww.tomorrowsamerica.com 
DC: 202-258-4887 
Email: gac@starbrightmc.com 
Link to www.tomorrowsamerica.com for more discussions on America's predicament. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
www.starbrightmediacorp.com 
www.tomorrowsamerica.com 
## 
Frosty Wooldridge has bicycled across six continents - from the Arctic to the South Pole 
- as well as six times across the USA, coast to coast and border to border. In 2005, he 
bicycled from the Arctic Circle, Norway to Athens, Greece. He presents "The Coming 
Population Crisis in America: and what you can do about it" to civic clubs, church 
groups, high schools and colleges. He works to bring about sensible world population 
balance at www.frostywooldridge.com He is the author of: America on the Brink: 
The Next Added 100 Million Americans. Copies available: 1 888 280 7715 
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